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Christmas
and the Crisis

There is no doubt that hard times are upon us. The
current global financial crisis spares no one. What
that means for us is that the spread of food an the
Noche Buena table this year will be less impressive
than those in years past. Chrismas shopping lists
have become shorter or contain less expensive
iterns. Where once there were several Christmas
parties planned there now is just ane celebration
Warst of al, there s that ingering apprehension we
all have abaut how things will be next year, once the
seasonis over.

Charles Dickens once said though, that the warst of
times can also be the best of times.

We all know that Christmas rests not on the
materials things that have come to be associated
with it It has been said that the *sugreme trick of the
devil is to have us s0 busy decorating, preparing
food, practicing music and cleaning in preparation
for the feast of Christmas that we actually miss the
coming of Christ. Hurt feelings, anger, impatience,
injured egos—the fist of clouds thal busyness
creates o biind us to the bith can be long, but it is
farmilar fo us all"

Butif we are freed from the parties, we will find time
for quiet reflection. Liberated from the need to
please people materially, we instead offer them a
kind word, cheerful assistance, amends for past
hurts or appreciation for their worth in our ives

May you all have a merry
Christinas and a peaceful
and hopeful new year!
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Undistracted by the gadgets of this age, we have
the chance to hug our children more fightly, ask
ahout our parents’ health and well-being mare, be
mare concemed about how a sibling or a friend is
faring

Most of all it would be the hest time to let Christ - the
one borm in the manger and not the one displayed in
mals - inta our hearts. With Christ in our hearts we
might not be so afraid of the future. We all knaw that
Decermber 25 is not really the exact date of Christs
bith. You would be happy to leam that the
celebration of Christ's hirth was moved to its present
date for a very special reason

“His nativity began {0 be celebrated on Dec. 25 in
Rome as a Christian counterpart to the pagan
festival, called Sol invictis- the Unconquerable Sun
At the very moment when the days are the shortest
and darkness seerms {0 have conquered light, the
sun passes s nadi. Days grow longer, and
although the cold will increase for quite a long time,
the utimate conquest of winfer is sure. This
astronomical process is a parable of the career of
the Incarnate One. At the moment when history is
blackest, and in the least expected and obvious
place, the Son of God is born.”

Indeed, in the mast trying times, that is when God is
closest to us. Come to think of it ..this can be the
best Christmas of alll

for special gifts:

a firm handshake to a shaky
akind word to a lonely person

a warm smile to the disheartened

a sincere concern for someone troul

a feeling of compassion for the neglected
a comforting thought for the bereaved

a respect for the dignity of others

a defense of the rights of individuals

a word of witness to helpa secking soul.





