[image: image1.png]Ripples

AGAINST THE

-
sue 3 )

CORPORATE
V GOVERNANCE

Y 1] OPLDT

“If we lived in a state where virtue was profitable,
common sense would make us saintly. But since we see

that avarice, anger, pride and stupidity commonly profit

CURRENT

far beyond charity, modesty, justice and thought,
perhaps we must stand fast a little, even at the risk of
being heroes.”

Doing the right thing in our daily lives, becomes
exceptionally difficult in a world that seems to
reward evil rather than good. The path to doing the
fight thing is often strewn with obstacles that allow
us convenient rationalizations.

“Everyone else does it, why shouldrit 17”is an easy
excuse that says something that is wrong can be
made fight simply because everyone else does it
anyway. It invariably leads to a worse excuse. “Im
not 50 bad 50 long as others are worse,” which,
stated otherwise, means that If we do bad things, all
we have to do is find someone else who does worse
things and that makes it alright. "I's just the way
things are,” on the other hand, offers the road to
subrmission and surrender to prevalert, albett,
wirongful norms. "It's somebody else’s problem, not
rine,"is especially popular among those who
choose to be indifferent. Finally, there is “I'm only

ov. Eliot Spitzer of the State of New
York in the US is under the spotlight these days
Known for his tough stand against Wall Street
Wrongdoers and a platform of bringing back
ethics in governance, he has been caught in &
Federal witetap operation of being involved in a
"high priced prostitution ring”.

His official statement shows just how much more
arievous a person feels when he knows he has
just cheated himself and his principles

I have acted in a way that violates my obligations
to my farmily and violates my, or any, sense of
tight and wrong,”the governor said_*1 apologize
first and most irmpotantly to my farmily. |
apologize to the public to whorn | promised
better...| have disappointed and failed to live up
to the standard | expected of myself "

taking what | believe is due me,” a belief that often

leads to cormuption.

Of course, the list above is by no means an exhaustive
study of attitudes taken by people who have allowed
thernselves to be swept by the curtent. Allowing
ourselves to accept the status quo may serve to
rermove our control over our selves and puts us at the
mercy of our environment, our peer group, our desires
and attachments. No one, after all, starts offto be
deliberately corrupt, evil or greedy. Failing to check if
we are stil in control of ourselves however, may be the
cause of why good people turn bad

St. Thomas More, issues a challenge for us to become
heroes. The challenge seems difficutt when we equate
heroist with the traditional idea of one who
dramatically alters the world for himself and others. Vet
it seems heroism, in our daily lives seems less
daunting and more practicable when seen simply as
refusing to give in to rationalizations and always taking
stock of our core values and how we intend to apply
thern to any given situation

Noted ethicist, Michael Josephsan, says that ‘people
of character b the ight thing even if no one eise
oes, not because they tink it il change the wod,
but because they refuse to be changed by the world.
There is a lot to adrmire in peaple who have such a
strong sense of decency and responsinility that they
put principles above convenience.”

May the observance of the Holy Week
and Its culmination in Easter bring us all
renewed hope In ourselves and in others

A happy and glorious Easter to all!





