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Olympic Games take place this month. Records will be broken and medals will be.won:
Amidst the intensity of the compeition, these games are also a showcase for inspiring displays

of character and fair play. Some of the most memorable moments in Olympit history a

re ahout

people who may not have won the gold medal but have nevertheless shown what i means to be

TRULY VI

Berlin 1936: Luz Long (Germany) was a long
jumper competing against the legendary Jesse
Owens of the USA. On the qualifying stage Long met
expectations by seting an Olympic record. In con-
trast, Owens fouled on his first two jumps and had
orlly ‘ane jump left to qualfy. Accarding to Owens,
Lang went to him and told him to try and jump from a
spot several inches behind the line to avoid a foul
Lang could see that Owens would be able to safely
advance to the next round without risking anather
foul whil trying to push for a greater distance. On his
final jump, Owens jumped with about half a foot of
clearance and easily qualified. Owens went an to win
the gald medal in the lang jump beating in the proc-
ess the very same man wha gave him

advice. Long was the first to con-

gratulate Owens.

Innsbruck Winter Olympics 1964 :
Eugenio Monti (italy) - Sictime

medalist Eugerio Morti was favored to

win the gold medal in the bobsledding

pair evert. After his tearm's last run, it looked like they
were going to make it but the British team, led by
Tony Nash Jr., stil had a chance. Before their final
run, Nash discovered a crifical axle bolt had broken
on their sled. They were done. Withaut hesitation,
Monti removed the bolt from his sled and rushed it up
to Nash's team. They were able to cantinue with a
sl run that won the gold medal. Monti was criticized
for giving up the gold, but he was steadfast. "Nash
didn't win because | gave him the bolt! he said. "He
won because he had the fastest run.” in the fallowing
Winter Olympics, Mont's team won the gold

In the arena of human life, the honors and
rewards fall to those who show their good
qualities in action, - Aristotle

Sources: Wikipecl, Beling Olympics Officil Webste,
Josephson nstiute.

“TORTOUS!

Seoul 1988 Lawrence Lemieux (Canada) The
sailing competiion was underway and the condi-
tians hadl unexpectedly become dangerous. The
waters were playing havoc with hoats and
crews. Two sailors on the Singapare team were
thrown into the water. They were injured, unable
o right their boat and clearly in danger. Saiing
alone near the half point in his race in the Finn
Class, Lemigux was then in 2nd place and was
given a good chance to win one of the medals
when he took action. Forgetting his own race —
and medal chances — he rescued both sailors
Lermieux then cantinued in his race, but the loss
of time during the rescue operation put him out
of contention. He finished 22nd in
arace that started with 32 boats

Athens 2004: Vanderlei De Lima

(Brazil) De Lima was attempting to

become the first Braziian to win a

gald medal at the marathon. With
less than 10 kms. to finish, and halding a lead of
approximately 48 secands, de Lima was tackled
ifto the crowd by a spectatar named Comelius
Horan. Other spectators subdued Horan and
helped Vanderlei up and back to the lane. De
Lima lost about 20 seconds, and was passed by
an halian and an American. Expected to be bitter
and frustrated over the incident De Lima kept his
camposure til the end of the race. As he entered
the stadium, he smiled and waved cheerfully at
the crawd and threw kisses to those cheering him
on. Months later he admitted that he felt that he
was denied a chance to win the gold but that he
was alright with that. He was offered a gold medal
by a fellow Brazilian athlete who had wan at the
Athens Olympics. Although tauched by the ges-
ture, he returned the medal and said | can't ac-
cept (your) medal. I'm happy with mine, it's bronze
but means gold"




