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Away in a manger, no crib for a bed. Christmas is 3
Christian holy day that marks the birth of Jesus, the
son of God, as described in the Gospels of Matthew
and Luke of the New Testament

Both Gospels say that Jesus was bom to a woman
called Mary who was engaged to Joseph, a carpenter.
Mary was a virgin when she became pregnant. Mary
was visited by an angel who brought the message that
she would give bith to God's son. Joseph was also
visited by an angel who persuaded hirm to marry Mary
rather than send her away or expose her pregnancy.

Joseph and Mary were said to have traveled to
Bethlehern shortly before Jesus' birth. Joseph had
been ordered to take part in a census in his horme town
of Bethlehem as all Jewish people had to be counted
50 the Roman Erperor could determine how rmuch
money to collect from thern in tax. Those who had
moved away from their family homes, like Joseph, had
to return to have their names entered in the Rorman
records

The trip was a long, arduous 90-rmile journey from
Nazareth along the valley of the River Jordan, past
Jerusalern to Bethlehern. Mary traveled on a donkey to
conserve her energy for the birth. But when they
artive d in Bethlehern the local inn was already full with
people returing for the census. The innkee per let
thern stay in the rack cave below his house which was
used as a stable for his animals

It was here, next to the noise and fith of the animals,
that Mary gave birth to her son and laid hirm in a
manger.

(Taken from & BEC Anicte, “The Story of Chiistmas”,
published in 2004)
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amanger, no crib for a bed

e Lord Jesus lay down his sweet head

stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay
e Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

cattles are lowing, the poor baby wakes

little Lord Jesus no crying he makes”

ditional Christmas Song)

The stars in the bright sky looked down where
he lay. The telling of the Christmas story is a
tradition that is losing among the more popular
Christras traditions of gifi-giving and merry-
making. In 389 AD, St Gregory Nazianzen
lamented on the "feasting in excess, dancing and
crowning the doors' which accompanies the
Christras celebration

The experience ofthe Christmas characters
should be worth some reflection. Have you ever
been bound to hanor, humility, and respectabilty
even amidst the ditest of circumstances? To
what extent do you, on Christmas Day, allow
yourselfto be touched and shaped by the values
and practices that shaped the Christras
characters?

But Little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.

1will honor Christmas in my heart, and try to
keep itall the year.

~Charles Dickens.





