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Life is the sum of all your choices. ~ Albert Camus

What i the biggest threat to humnanity these days:
Gil' prices? Terorism? Corruption? Poor public
health? Global warming? When asked about this,
Theadore J. Gardon, a respected "futurist’, said, "If
you look at all of these issues and ask what's
common to then all i's lousy decision making.” He
gaes on to say that “i’s nof the specific issues that
challenge us, but the way we fail o deal with issues
of every sort.”

He does have a point. The processes we emplay to
hapefully lead us to the right decisions, whether
mundane - choosing what to eat for lunch, or
monumental - steering a ship into a stormy sea,
ultimately have an effect on our indvidual and
callective future.

Gordon emphasizes that peaple who make lousy
decisions are not bad people, it's just that they don't
have a grounding for making right decisions and
that "as a resul, today’s decisions rely (oo much on
the decision maker's reputation or on undetermined
psychological factors.” Worse stil, decisions can
rely on what he called "creating opportuntties for the
family or on whal you had for breakfast’ He
suggests that ethics — "an ability to discern right
from wrong, coupled with a way to frame our
toughest problems as moral dilemmeas that pit two
vight courses of action against each other”, can be
an anchor for decision making. With that in place,
nathing we face — terrorism, glabal warming,
inflation, corruption, or our day to day concems at
work and at home — will be beyond our abiliy to
resalve

When one bases his life on principle,
99 percent of his decisions are already
made. ~ Author Unknown

With sources ftom the New York Times, CFO.com,
‘BusinessWoridOnine and The Ethicshewsiine.

What were these people thinking?

It seems these people hased their decisions on
entirely different things

On- line Diploma Mill - A couple from
Washington State in the US was recently
canvicted for creating 120 fictitious Universities in
the intemet and selling academic degrees from
these schools. The revenue generated fram the
scam was estimated at about $7M from 1999 to
2005. The US Government alsa discovered that
ahout 463 federal govemment employees
presented credentials fram these fake schools
High society fraud - Rafaello Folleri, halian
sacialite who nce dated actress Anne Hathaway,
was arrested for fraud and money laundering. He
duped investors into thinking that his supposed
cannections with Vatican Ciy officials led to goad
deals on the Catholic Church's real estate
Instead he allegedly used investors' maney for an
expensive  apartment, chartered fights  for
vacatians and lavish gifts for friends

Do something about it, so he did - Brent
Crossan an accountart at a school in Oregan
said he took about $ 1M after managers explained
to hir that the funds were accounted for as spert,
making it impossile to reconcile accaunt
balances or explain why money was stil there. He
says he was told that "You're the accountart. Do
something with it" So he put the money into his
own account and gun business. He faces 2 years
in prisan

Fraud in the Philippines— Charges of estafa
were filed last month against officials of the
Performance Investment Products Corp. (PIPC)
It was found that the entity had failed to register
as a braker and agent, ilegally sold unregistered
securiies and committed other fraudulent acts
The company's Filipino officials have been left
behind to face the music while their Singaporean
bass, and about $250M, are nowhere to be found




